Formulary decision-making considerations: COX-2 inhibitors.
When deciding the formulary status of a drug, Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committees must consider clinical efficacy, safety, financial implications, MCO population demographics, and other formulary options currently available. Differences in safety and effectiveness among drug classes and among drugs in the same class commonly take precedence over all other considerations, including economic ones. Particularly in light of recent events, the case of the cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitors for the treatment of arthritis yields interesting perspectives into formulary decision making.